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Clarifi cation
Greenport art restorer Patrice Ber-

tin, who seeks a variance to use his 
studio at 633 First St. for occasional 
exhibitions, said that when he re-
ceived the original variance to build 
the studio, he wasn’t prohibited from 
using the space as a gallery. The 
original permit was to use it for ar-
tistic purposes, he said, although at 
the time, he hadn’t anticipated need-
ing gallery space. Under village 
code, he is allowed to use a portion 
of his home for showing artwork, but 
now needs a variance in order to use 
the studio for exhibitions.

 NEWS

Education____________________17
Legal Notices ___________ 31A, 36
Obituaries ___________________12 
Police Report ________________27
Public meetings _______________ 2 
Real Estate News ___________ 19A

 BUSINESS

Business News _______________15 
Business Profile ______________15 

 COMMENT

Editorials _____________________ 8
Letters _______________________ 8
The Observer _________________ 9

 COMMUNITY

ArtBeat _____________________ 6A
Calendar ___________________ 3A
Classifieds _________________ 39A
Community Columns ________ 24A
Crossword Puzzle __________ 23A
Diane Amussen _______________A
Focus on Nature ____________ 16A
Health _____________________ 18A
Movie Guide _______________ 25A
North Fork Chef ____________ 10A
Pierre Gazarian _____________ 15A
Service Directory ___________ 40A
Weddings/Engagements _____ 8A
Untitled ____________________ 11A

 SPORTS

Auto Dealer Directory _________39
Sports Desk __________________37

THE SUFFOLK TIMES (USPS 542-940) is 
published every Thursday except the Thurs-
day following Christmas for $35 per year in 
Suffolk County, $44 per year out of county and 
$40 per year dual address (in/out of Suffolk 
County) by Times/Review News papers, 7785 
Main Road, P.O. Box 1500, Mattituck, NY 
11952. Periodicals postage paid at Mattituck, 
NY, and additional mailing offices. All contents 
are ©2008 THE SUFFOLK TIMES. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to THE 
SUFFOLK TIMES, P.O. BOX 1500, MATTI-
TUCK, NY 11952. Phone: 631-298-3200. Fax: 
631-298-3287. E-mail: mail@timesreview. com.

Inside

Suffolk Times photos by Barbaraellen Koch

Tara Gatz (center), 12, talks about the upcoming completion of her hearing implant with audiologist Jennifer Lohr and 
Dr. Kevin Braat.

When Tara Gatz saw Dr. Kevin 
Braat in Aquebogue in August 2007 it 
was to make sure she’d still hear out 
of her “good” ear. She never imagined 
he’d tell her she’d one day hear with 
her right ear, which had never worked 
before.

Tara, a 12-year-old from Mattituck, 
was born without a right outer ear, due 
to a congenital condition called micro-
tia. She had four reconstructive surger-
ies in 2001 at Schneider Children’s Hos-
pital to gain the appearance of a outer 
ear. But the surgeries didn’t restore her 
ability to hear with her right ear.

Her pediatrician, Dr. Thomas Mer-
cier, referred her to Dr. Braat last Au-
gust because she had swimmer’s ear in 
her left ear. “He really wanted to get 
special care for this one,” said Tara of 
her “good” ear. 

“The swimmer’s ear is all gone, and 
we got something better out of it,” said 
her mother, Mary Gatz.

Dr. Braat had recently been certi-
fi ed by the Cochlear Corporation to 
perform BAHA implant surgery, a 
procedure that provides a conducting 
mechanism to the inner ear. Patients 
may be lacking this mechanism due 
to congenital deformity, trauma or 
chronic infections, according to Dr. 
Braat. Audiologists working with Dr. 
Braat at Peconic Ear, Nose, Throat 
and Facial Plastic Surgery P.C. exam-
ined Tara and found that her right ear 
had the inner workings to qualify her 
for the surgery. 

Tara had the implant surgery in 
January at Peconic Bay Medical Cen-
ter and, on April 7, she’ll have a sound 
processor installed during an in-offi ce 
procedure, making her the fi rst patient 
in Dr. Braat’s practice to have the pro-
cedure done.

But it doesn’t look like she’ll be the 
last. Six patients between ages 12 and 
70 have had the fi rst part of the proce-
dure done through Peconic Ear, Nose 
and Throat. About 30 patients are un-

dergoing the evaluation and authori-
zation process and the practice has a 
list of several hundred candidates for 
the surgery, according to Dr. Braat.

The procedure has two parts. After 
evaluation, eligible patients undergo 
surgery to install the BAHA bone 
conductor implant. Then, after the 
body has had three months to adapt to 
the implant, a sound processor is put 
in place and adjusted for each particu-
lar patient.

Though the procedure was initially 
approved for conducting sound to a 
working inner ear, the federal Food 
and Drug Administration recently ap-
proved it for patients who don’t have a 
working inner ear; the sound is picked 

Sounds like a miracle
Pioneering surgery gives local girl the gift of hearing
By Rebecca Packard

Thursday, April 3
5 p.m.—Greenport Planning Board, 

Third Street fi rehouse.
7 p.m.—Greenport Village Board of 

Trustees organizational meeting, 
Third Street fi rehouse.

7:30 p.m.—Mattituck-Cutchogue 
Board of Education budget hear-
ing, high school auditorium.

Friday, April 4
8 a.m.—Southold Town Trustees, 

Bay Constables and Assistant 
Town Attorney work session, Town 
Hall Annex.

Monday, April 7
4 p.m.—Southold Town Planning 

Board work session, Town Hall.
5 p.m.—Greenport Historic Preser-

vation Commission, Third Street 
fi rehouse.

Tuesday, April 8
9 a.m.—Southold Town Board work 

session; 4:30 p.m.—regular meet-
ing, Town Hall.

7 p.m.—Greenport Board of Educa-
tion budget hearing.

7 p.m.—New Suffolk Board of Edu-
cation.

Wednesday, April 9
4 p.m.—Greenport Housing Author-

ity work session, village hall.
7 p.m.—Southold Board of Educa-

tion work session, high school au-
ditorium.

Thursday, April 10
6 p.m.—Southold Town Zoning Board 

of Appeals, Town Hall Annex.
7 p.m.—Southold Board of Educa-

tion budget hearing, high school 
auditorium.

7:30 p.m. — Mattituck-Cutchogue 
Board of Education budget hear-
ing, high school auditorium.

Public Meetings
Southold Town Board Meetings can now be seen 24/7 at townclerk.com

A BAHA bone conductor implant 
was installed behind Tara’s right ear 
in January.

See Sounds, page 35
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Ask us about Ask us about our daily specials our daily specials 
A zero trans fat establishment

Proudly Serving Southold for 15 years

Cheesy Charlie’s
PIZZERIA 

46455 Route 48, North Road, Southold

765-3400  

COUPON COUPON

We deliver 

2 Large2 Large
cheese piescheese pies
$1999 

Toppings extra.
MUST PRESENT COUPON 

 Takeout Only – Expires 4/16/08

Any 2 fried platters Any 2 fried platters 
on our menuon our menu

$1499 
MUST PRESENT COUPON 

 Takeout Only – Expires 4/16/08

414 FIRST STREET, GREENPORT, NY 11944 • 631.477.3711 • NOW OPEN 7 DAYS • 8PM WEEKENDS

"THE "THE BESTBEST FRIED CHICKEN I EVER TASTED" FRIED CHICKEN I EVER TASTED"
All eight golden pieces are a full 3-lb. chicken! Comes with cornbread. Sorry, no substitutions.

"Excellent Soups and salads beautifully prepared ... Oasis-like garden ... Fried chicken to make the colonel cry.""Excellent Soups and salads beautifully prepared ... Oasis-like garden ... Fried chicken to make the colonel cry."

Catering • Gourmet grocery both imported & locally sourcedCatering • Gourmet grocery both imported & locally sourced
–   ZAGAT SURVEY 2007/8

4 pc.4 pc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.95$6.95
8 pc.8 pc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.95$13.95
12 pc.12 pc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.95$18.95

16 pc.16 pc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22.95$22.95
20 pc.20 pc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27.95$27.95
24 pc.24 pc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $32.95$32.95

Opening Friday, April 4
for our 30th season

Third Street, Greenport
(Next to Shelter Island Ferry)

477-1345

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
for Lunch & Dinner

Still serving our famous prime ribs Friday & Saturday nights

Come in and try our new specials from the Seafood Experts!

up from the opposite inner ear, 
according to Dr. Braat.

Tara said there was pain or dis-
comfort after the surgery, but that 
it was done on a Friday and she 
was able to go back to school the 
following Monday.

She’s a beautiful, vibrant 
young girl, and doesn’t look or 
sound as if she has any trouble 
hearing, but she said she looks 
forward to being able to hear out 
of her right ear. She plays the 
fl ute and lacrosse and competes 
in Irish dance. She said she has 
to be on a certain side to take her 
music lessons or hear the music 
in dance class, and it’s sometimes 
hard to hear others on the la-
crosse fi eld.

“I just don’t like saying, ‘What? 
What?’ when I can’t hear some-
thing,” she said.

Sounds…
/From page 2

dwelling units and the other to rule on 
specifi c rental permit applications.

Mr. Russell said he favors the con-
cept of rental permits, and said he 
proposed rental permits himself “a 
few years ago.” But he doesn’t favor 
citizen review boards. “I don’t want 
independent review boards deciding if 
someone gets to keep their apartment 
or not,” he said. “Good code does 
that. If you follow the rules, you get a 
rental permit. If not, you don’t. It’s not 
for any community organization to 
decide who gets permits. That’s prob-
lematic,” Mr. Russell said. “It should 
be administered by the town just like 
every other permit.”

Nevertheless, the supervisor said, “I 
have to give them credit” for the effort 
to tackle a diffi cult problem — ille-
gal, often overcrowded rentals — that 
needs to be addressed. 

Planning Board chairwoman Jeri 

Woodhouse, who said yesterday she 
had not yet heard about the East Mari-
on stakeholders’ proposal, said, “I like 
that stakeholders groups are working 
so hard and want to make change. We 
really appreciate all the effort and en-
ergy they’ve put into this project.”

Now, Ms. Woodhouse said, it’s up 
to the implementation committee to 
make sure the stakeholders’ sugges-
tions are put into action in an orderly, 
transparent manner. “Part of our chal-
lenge is to coordinate the implementa-
tion of suggestions from such a large 
number of stakeholders groups,” Ms. 
Woodhouse said. “We want to be able 
to track the progress of their sugges-
tions and bring them directly to the 
people who can make these things 
happen,” she said.

“We’d like it to be a dialogue,” Ms. 
Weile said. “We’re hoping we can 
somehow get the community together, 
trying to make the voice of the citizens 
more precise.”

Stakeholders…
/From page 3
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On April 7, Tara Gatz had a sound 
processor fi tted that enables her to hear 
out of her right ear for the fi rst time in 
her life. “It was so exciting,” said the 
Mattituck 12-year-old. “It’s like a whole 
new world.”

She had the in-offi ce procedure done 
by Dr. Barbara Prestano, director of 
audiology at Peconic Ear, Nose, Throat 
and Facial Plastic Surgery in Aque-
bogue. Tara was the fi rst patient in the 
offi ce to get the fi nal part of the hear-
ing restoration done. The fi rst part was 
implant surgery performed by Kevin 
Braat of the same offi ce, at Peconic Bay 
Medical Center in January.

Dr. Braat is certifi ed by the Cochlear 
Corporation to perform BAHA im-
plant surgery, a surgery that provides 
a conducting mechanism to the inner 
ear. Patients may be lacking this mech-
anism due to congenital deformity, 
trauma, or chronic infections, accord-
ing to Dr. Braat.

“The whole experience of fi tting her 
was just the most amazing thing,” said 
Dr. Prestano. “Her eyes were so big, 
and her smile was even bigger.”

Tara was already able to do a lot with 
just the use of her left ear — lacrosse, 

music lessons, competitive Irish dance 
— but she wanted to do them better, 
with more ease, and she said life has 
been easier with the use of both ears.

“It’s been a lot better,” she said. She 
said it’s nice to not need people to cater 
to her hearing out of one side, and hear-
ing more makes her feel more involved 
in her activities.

Dr. Prestano said fi tting the processor 
took about half an hour. She had Tara 
block off her left ear and try hearing out 
of only the right. The doctor made tone 
adjustments on the processor, showed 

Tara how to use the switch and buttons, 
how to clean it and how to put it on. 
Tara was able to go to school the same 
day. She said it took some adjustment to 
get used to hearing out of both ears. It 
seemed like there was almost an echo, 
she said, and people’s voices, even her 
own, sounded a bit different. But within 
a week it seemed perfectly normal.

There’s a switch on the processor that 
enables her to control volume and elim-
inate background noise. There’s also a 
safety loop and clip for the processor to 
use during sports. She uses it while play-

ing lacrosse so she can play better but 
doesn’t have to worry about losing it. 
(One processor replacement is covered 
by the company with a $300 deductible, 
but a second replacement would cost 
about $3,000, accord-
ing to Dr. Prestano.)

“I can hear people 
say ‘Tara, I’m open,’ 
all the way on the 
other side of the 
fi eld,” she said. Be-
fore, she could only 
hear them if they 
were on a certain 
side, she said.

“That was what we always look for, 
to make someone that happy,” said Dr. 
Prestano about the experience of fi t-
ting Tara. 

She said she can’t wait to fi t more pa-
tients with the processors. Six patients, 
ages 12 to 70, have had the fi rst part of 
the procedure done with Peconic Ear, 
Nose and Throat. About 30 patients are 
going through the evaluation and au-
thorization process, and the practice has 
a list of several hundred candidates for 
the surgery, according to Dr. Braat.

“The people who get this have just 
basically been told that there was noth-
ing that could be done for them,” said 
Dr. Prestano. “I can say to you now, no, 
I can do something.”

Before getting her processor, Tara 
said she didn’t want to say, “What? 
What?” Her wish was granted. “ I don’t 
have to do that at all,” she said. “My 
friends even tell me secrets in this ear. I 
hear them perfectly.”

By Rebecca Packard

Suffolk Times photo by Judy Ahrens

Tara Gatz, left, taking her fi rst fl ute lesson since having ear surgery, with Cut-
chogue East Elementary School band director Laura Gross.

A ‘whole new world’ opens up
Girl, 12, talks 
about gaining 
gift of hearing ‘My friends 

even tell 
me secrets 
in this ear. 
I hear them 
perfectly.’

—Tara Gatz

At Island’s End, we hear the following 
questions very frequently. 
We now have some answers.

Island’s End Pro Shop
(631) 477-0777, ext. 14

islandsendgolf.com

I love to play golf but must get an 
early tee time each weekend. 
Can I get a guaranteed start time 
on weekends for the season?

Can I play golf during the week 
and save some money on greens fees?

We have a limited number of Saturday 
and Sunday guaranteed start times 
with greens fee and cart discounts 
available to the public for the season. 

We also have some May greens fee discounts
on Mondays, Thursdays and 
Golf Outing  days.

Call us or check our Web site 
for more information:


